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A great start to the new term
As a careers team, we’ve been busy meeting with our Year 11 and Year 13 students during this important 
stage in their education. With so many crucial decisions to make about their next steps—whether that’s 
sixth form, college, apprenticeships, university, or entering the world of work—it’s vital they feel supported 
and informed. We’re here to help guide them through these choices, and we encourage all students to 
reach out for support at any time if they have questions or need advice.

Year 11 Careers Fair
We recently held a successful Careers Fair 
for our Year 11 students, which was a 
fantastic opportunity for them to explore a 
wide range of post-16 options. A variety of 
educational providers attended the event, 
including sixth forms, colleges, apprenticeship 
providers, and training organisations, all keen 
to share the exciting opportunities they have 
on offer. The event was well attended, and 
we received some excellent feedback from 
both students and parents/carers, who found 
the fair informative and helpful in supporting 
decision-making for the future. It was great 
to see so many students engaging in 
meaningful conversations about their next 
steps.

We have now started our careers meetings with 
Year 10 students, recognising that the next two 
years are not only important academically but 
also a key time to begin thinking about the future. 
As a careers team, we believe it’s essential to 
introduce students to the wide range of pathways 
available after GCSEs, from sixth form and college 
to apprenticeships and vocational training. By 
starting these conversations early, we aim to help 
students explore their interests, understand their 
options, and begin setting goals for the future, so 
they feel confident and motivated in the choices 
they make moving forward.

What does a careers meeting involve?
A careers meeting is a one-to-one session between a student and a member of the careers team, 
designed to help the student explore their future options and make informed decisions. During the 

meeting, the student can discuss their interests, strengths, and any ideas they may already have about 
their future. The careers adviser will provide information about different pathways—such as sixth form, 

college, apprenticeships, university, or employment—and help the student understand what 
qualifications or skills may be needed. They may also offer guidance on choosing GCSE or post-16 

subjects, writing CVs, applying for courses, or gaining relevant experience. The aim is to give students 
tailored support so they feel confident and prepared to take their next steps.



Year 11 Mock 
Interviews

In December, our Year 11 
students will be taking part in 
mock interviews as part of 
their careers preparation. 
We’re fortunate to have a 
number of volunteers from 
various professional 
backgrounds coming into 
school to conduct these 
interviews. This is a valuable 
opportunity for students to 
practise their interview skills 
in a realistic setting, gain 
confidence, and learn more 
about what to expect in a 
real interview situation. The 
experience helps them 
understand how to present 
themselves, communicate 
effectively, and reflect on 
areas for improvement—all 
of which are essential skills 
for their future pathways. 
The students will have the 
opportunity to prepare for 
the interview during their 
Lifeskills lesons.

Year 11 November Careers Fair

We would like to give an early heads-up regarding the upcoming work 
experience opportunity for our Year 10 students, which will take place 
on Thursday 25th and Friday 26th of June 2026. While these two days 
are the designated dates, students who are able to secure a full 
week's placement are welcome to do so, and this can be authorised. 
Students will be responsible for finding their own placements, but the 
careers team is always on hand to offer support and guidance 
throughout the process. Last year, students secured placements with a 
variety of local businesses, as well as through family connections, and 
we received excellent feedback from both the students and the 
employers involved. Many students described it as a valuable and 
enjoyable experience, and employers spoke highly of their enthusiasm 
and professionalism. Taking part in work experience also strengthens 
college applications, making it a worthwhile opportunity for all 
students. All placements will be authorised through the Unifrog 
platform, students will be given information on how to complete this 
process.

A heads up for year 10 work experience

On Monday 10th November the careers team will be 
holding another careers fair on campus. This will be 
for students only and will take place between 9 and 
11am. Students will be allowed out of lesson to meet 
the various educational providers that attended our 
evening careers fair plus a few others. This event is 
designed to provide an opportunity for those who 
were unable to attend our previous careers fair held 
in September to meet with providers. It will also give 
students who did attend this event a chance to follow 
up and ask further questions. We encourage all 
students to take advantage of this session to explore 
their options and gather valuable information for 
their future pathways



What are your child's options after GCSEs?
Sixth form qualifications fall into two categories: academic or vocational. Academic qualifications are subject focused and 
largely theoretical, whilst vocational qualifications are usually more hands-on and pertain to industry and the world of work. The 
better grades your teen achieves at sixth form, the more options that will be available to them. They’re likely to improve their 
outcomes when they’re studying both something they enjoy learning that is presented in a way that appeals to them. In broad 
terms, those who like coursework and prefer “doing” will enjoy taking BTECs, T Levels or apprenticeships. Students that prefer 
listening and taking exams will enjoy the traditional A level approach.



P16 Open Day/Evening Events 

Visiting colleges is incredibly important for Year 11 students as it gives them a first hand look at what life after 
GCSEs could be like. These visits allow students to explore different courses, facilities, and learning 
environments, helping them to make more informed decisions about their next steps. Seeing the campus, 
meeting teachers and current students, and asking questions in person can clarify what each college offers 
and whether it suits their interests and goals. This experience helps reduce uncertainty, boosts confidence, 
and ensures students choose a pathway that aligns with their aspirations and strengths. Please find below 
QR codes to book a place on any open day/evening events. BGLC does not require you to book a place 
please feel free to just come along.

     BGLC P16 Open Evening              Leicester College        Loughborough College
     

     WQE NWSLC        Bosworth Academy Sixth Form 

     

   

   Gateway College        SMB                                       Beauchamp City Sixth Form  
                                                                                                                             

    

The Careers Team - careers@brookvalegroby-tmet.uk

Mrs Sarah Norton - snorton@brookvalegroby-tmet.uk       Mrs Beth Rumming - brumming@brookvalegroby-tmet.uk

Careers Pilot - All the information and tools you need to explore your future career
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/

BBC Bitesize Careers - Whether you're deciding what to study, planning your future career or just curious about the 
world of work, we're here to help with advice from experts and from young people who've found a path that suits 
them https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers

Government Apprenticeship Website - Use this service to search and apply for apprenticeships in England
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

UCAS - Applying to university involves knowing how and when to apply, checking deadlines, entry requirements, and 
writing a personal statement
https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university

Unifrog - Helps students compare every university course, every apprenticeship, and Further Education courses - 
then apply successfully
https://www.unifrog.org/

Useful Websites 
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