Year 11 Brief Composition Checklist PLC             

  My Brief is………………………………………


	Harmony and Tonality

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have used mostly primary chords (I,IV,V)
	
	
	

	I have used secondary chords (ii,iii,vi(
	
	
	

	I know what key my piece is in
	
	
	

	I have used cadences to finish sections
	
	
	

	I have used a pedal note or drone 
	
	
	

	I have used extended harmony (7th/9th)
	
	
	

	I have used inversions of chords
	
	
	

	I have used chromatic chords and/or dissonance to build tension
	
	
	

	I have modulated to a different key (eg to the dominant or relative major/minor)
	
	
	




	Structure and Form

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have used a recognised structure (ternary form/song structure)
	
	
	

	I have a clear intro/outro
	
	
	

	I know have varied repeated sections in my piece so they do not sound exactly the same
	
	
	

	I have written a middle eight/bridge section that has different chords 
	
	
	

	My sections are clear and even (for example 16 bar sections)
	
	
	

	I have modulated to a different key for a new section
	
	
	




	Accompaniment Styles

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have used block chords
	
	
	

	I have used block chords varying the rhythms
	
	
	

	I have used broken chords/arpeggios
	
	
	

	I have bass notes in octaves
	
	
	

	I have added some articulation markings to my accompaniment (staccato/legato)
	
	
	



	Melody and rhythm

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have used stepwise (conjunct) movement in my melodies
	
	
	

	I have used some leaps in my melodies
	
	
	

	I have used triadic movement (arpeggios) in my melodies
	
	
	

	I have used a counter melody (second melody)
	
	
	

	I have used an ostinato or riffs 
	
	
	

	I have used a dotted rhythm in my melody or accompaniment
	
	
	

	I have used an anacrusis (upbeat) to the piece or section of the piece 
	
	
	

	I have used swing rhythms if appropriate
	
	
	

	I have used decorations (trills) in my melodies 
	
	
	

	I have used syncopation in my melody or accompaniment
	
	
	

	I have used a triplet in my melody or accompaniment
	
	
	

	I have used some polyrhythm or cross rhythms in my piece
	
	
	





\

	Tempo and Metre 

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have added a time signature to my piece
	
	
	

	I have added a tempo to my piece
	
	
	

	I have changed the time signature during my piece (if appropriate)
	
	
	

	I have changed the tempo using rits, or accels
	
	
	



	Texture- How have I layered my parts?

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have used a homophonic or melody and accompaniment texture
	
	
	

	I have used a polyphonic texture
	
	
	

	I have used a monophonic or unison texture 
	
	
	

	I have used a unison texture but in octaves 
	
	
	

	I have brought in/faded out instruments 
	
	
	

	I have used imitation 
	
	
	

	I have used some call and response 
	
	
	

	I have used a variety of different textures such as homophonic, polyphonic, monophonic or melody and accompaniment 
	
	
	




	Dynamics and Articulation

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have added dynamics to my piece (p.f etc)
	
	
	

	I have added some changes of dynamics including crescendos and diminuendos
	
	
	

	I have added accents to my piece
	
	
	

	I have added staccato, legato or slurs to my piece
	
	
	




	Instrumental Techniques

	Feature
	No
	Some
	Yes

	Strings- I have used arco (bowed) and pizzicato (plucked) writing
	
	
	

	Strings - I have used some double stopping
	
	
	

	Woodwind/Brass/Strings- I have made sure the parts are playable in the correct range
	
	
	

	Woodwind/Brass/Strings/Voice- I have written phrase marks over my melody lines
	
	
	

	Woodwind/Brass- I have used extended techniques such as flutter tonguing or glissando (trombone only) if appropriate
	
	
	

	Brass/Strings- I have added muted sections
	
	
	

	Voice- I have checked the range of my vocal parts
	
	
	

	Voice- I have correctly set lyrics to my vocal part
	
	
	

	Voice- I have added backing singers
	
	
	

	Voice- I have considered how my vocal parts interact with each other (brief 2 only)
	
	
	

	Piano- I used pedal markings
	
	
	

	Piano- I have used both hands throughout
	
	
	

	Piano- I have made sure my part is playable 
	
	
	

	Guitar- I have used hammer-ons/pull-offs
	
	
	

	Guitar- I have used strumming and picking
	
	
	

	Guitar- I have used pitch bends
	
	
	

	Drums- I have written drum fills
	
	
	

	Drums- I have used different parts of the drum kit
	
	
	






	Composition Admin

	Checklist
	No
	Some
	Yes

	I have created a score/lead sheet/annotated screenshots
	
	
	

	I have fully annotated my screenshots if appropriate
	
	
	

	If completing a lead sheet (songs) I have notated out the melody line
	
	
	

	I have written about my initial ideas in my composition log
	
	
	

	I have explained how I have developed my composition in my composition log
	
	
	

	I have listed and explained the pieces that have inspired my composition
	
	
	

	I have full explained how I have recorded my composition including the role of technology
	
	
	

	I have signed and ticked all of the correct boxes on the composition log
	
	
	



